By Alicea Jones

B

efore there was Twitter,
LinkedIn, or blogging,
there was Betty Jukes.
This connector of the
connected and recruiter of talent
extraordinaire may have more
friends than Oprah Winfrey’s
Facebook. And she gets more
things done through these contacts
than any software program Steve
Jobs or Michael Dell could invent.
Building this kind of robust network
has taken a lifetime.
If you accept the idea that
personality is formed in childhood,
you won’t have any trouble believing
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Betty’s talent
lies in her
ability to raise
money for and
orchestrate
people around
the arts and
other worthy
causes.

that Betty Jukes was the Ed
Sullivan of her neighborhood. As a
youngster, Betty would corral any
kids too slow to get away, enlisting
them in the neighborhood talent
show. She’d announce them one by
one, and made sure the music was
on cue. “And when I couldn’t get any
volunteers,” she said, “I’d be the act
all by myself.”
Betty has been acting and
directing all her life. But in a way
different than you might think.
Instead of a quick vibrato or a
dazzling pirouette across the stage,
Betty’s talent lies in her ability to

raise money for and orchestrate
people around the arts and other
worthy causes. At a time when
funding seems scarce, Betty roots
out resources like a mole after slugs.
circa 1967, new to Houston

Before moving to Georgetown,
Betty and her husband, Harry, lived
in Houston for 33 years. She had
a hand in nearly every civic and
political project of note—from
raising money for the Houston
Grand Opera to creating a docent
program for Bayou Bend, Ima
Hogg’s home bequeathed to the
City of Houston as a museum. “By
the way,” Betty said. “Ima did not
have any sisters, especially not one
named Ura Hogg.” Another myth
busted!

Ima Hogg’s home, turned museum

Sweet Charity
Her list of accomplishments reads
like an Academy Awards script. And
continued on page 8
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contribute if you don’t ask,” she
said. Some of the favorite people
she’s met include Bob Hope; His
Royal Highness, Prince Philip; Neil
Armstrong; and Mrs. Anwar Sadat.

e
everything
she touches seems
to succeed. She founded the
First Junior Woman’s Club
of Houston and the Houston
Retirement By Another Name
Junior Woman’s Clubs, which
So it’s no wonder that Betty’s
raised millions of dollars for
mission to retire quietly was
Houston hospitals, the arts
thwarted when she moved to
and other social causes. She
Georgetown. Her reputation for
started
the first annual March of
st
getting things done in the arts
Dimes
Dim Special Event and was able
community preceded her. She said
to secure Beverly Sills’ (American
she moved to Georgetown to spend
operatic soprano) presence and
more time with her husband, son,
support.
and grandchildren. Undoubtedly,
Betty Jukes established major
these have been
scholarships
glorious days
with the
for her and
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At
a
time
her family. But
Symphony and
S
it’s likely you’d
Ballet and the
B
when funding
have to redefine
Moore’s School
M
seems scarce,
the word retire
oof Music at the
when it comes
University of
U
Betty roots out
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a
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after
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projects since she
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moved here.
including an
“When I
endowment
introduce
Betty,”
to establish
said Charles Aguillon, chairperson
the Charles A. Lindbergh
of the City Arts and Culture Board,
Memorial, supporting the work
“I call her the ‘Grand Dame of
of conservationists, explorers,
the Arts.’” Aguillon, who is also
and scientists. Additionally,
president of the Georgetown
she helped Rear Admiral
Symphony Society, is quick to call
Alan Shepard set up a fund that
Al
upon Betty for her expertise because
started what is known today as the
sta
of all her successful projects and
Astronaut Scholarship Foundation
A
fundraising in Houston. “If I have a
from which the Astronaut’s Hall of
fro
need, I can count on her to get the
Fame began.
Fa
right people,” he said.
Betty’s hallway is papered with
No matter the obstacle, “she
pictures of celebrities such as
p
really pushes herself,” Aguillon said.
Harrison Ford and Peter Graves
Not one to linger in the limelight,
(from the original “Mission
Betty is as quick to serve behind
Impossible” series), whose
the scenes as she is to head a major
support she was able to garner
for a charity dinner. “You don’t
know
kn what people are willing to
continued on page 10
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Formal Living, Family & Loft
Cook’s Kitchen w convection
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4 Bed, 3.5 bath, 2 lvg, office
Zoned for top-rated schools
Balconies across front/back
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4000+ sf/4 bd, 3.5 ba, 3-car
3/2 Guesthouse, inground pool
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$340,000 Fenced Yard

$399,900 See Virtual Tour $679,500 Bring your horses
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separate showers
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■ Lot overlooks vineyard
and winery/tasting centers
■ Equestrian trails & facilities
■ Tuscan-styled homes
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Great sunroom addition

$139,900 Move-in ready!
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3bed, 2bath, 2 living
Half acre plus
700+ sq ft garage/workshop
Great Media room

$177,500 Bring offers!

3613 Williams, Ste 303, GT

1802 Cypress Cv, Taylor

Popular Office Condos

Beautifully Upgraded Home

■ 1,000 Sq Ft, Great location
■ Offices & conference room
■ Stop paying rent, buy now
while interest is still low
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204 S. IH-35., Ste 201 • Georgetown
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■
■
■
■

3 bed, 2 bath, 2-car garage
Pergo flooring throughout
Completely remodeled kitchen
Fantastic covered back patio

$134,500 Fireplace!
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project. “She has been an usher every year for the symphony at
Georgetown High School. She’s quick to volunteer and to do
labor, if necessary.” Betty was also involved in raising $25,000
for scholarships in memory of Clara Scarborough, author of
Land of Good Water: A Williamson County History.
Open Heart, Open Home
Betty even opens her home for anything from musicales
to meetings about the arts and other endeavors she supports.
She and Harry especially enjoy young people. “We like to keep
a lot of young friends—it keeps us fresh and up-to-date on
things,” she said.
The Kohler & Campbell grand piano in one of her
tastefully appointed living areas attests to the many
performances that have been conducted there. “The famed
Anton Nel and Vienna’s Professor Jan Jiracek, Van Cliburn
finalist, have played it and said they love it,” remarked Betty.
And the palatial crystal chandelier is a fitting reminder of a
grand opera house.
Although Betty has a passion for the arts, she also has a
heart for the Georgetown community at large. For example,
in the last Georgetown Mayoral race, there was only one
candidate. Like the talent scout she was as a child, Betty Jukes
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spearheaded a committee to search for another candidate,
one from Sun City. She hosted a cross-section of Sun City
residents in her home. “During the screening process, she
asked direct questions like: Is the candidate willing to
represent the entire city?” now-Mayor Garver said. “While
her objective was to have a candidate from Sun City, she was
committed to keep the welfare of the entire city as the main
focus.”
Although today Betty serves more as a consultant for
various Georgetown civic projects, people still seek her years
of experience in organizing and creating charities. She’s even
involved in trying to bring an amphitheater to San Gabriel
Park.
Betty’s secret for creating efficient, long-lasting
organizations? “Continuity of volunteers is key,” she said.
“They serve a vital role in training new volunteers and
sustaining the organization.”
And Betty’s secret for developing contacts, getting people
behind a cause and making lifelong friends? “Be grateful for
those who help you. I have always found ways to recognize
them and make people feel good about themselves and the
time they donate,” she said. “Let sugar drip from your lips,
but be sincere.” Fitting life lessons from a girl who started her
journey organizing talent shows.
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