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Henry David Thoreau 
once said, “If one 
advances confidently 
in the direction of his 

dreams, and endeavors to live the 
life which he has imagined, he will 
meet with a success unexpected 
in common hours.” From the 
time Emory Dilworth Bellard 
was old enough to pass a football, 
he confidently advanced in the 
direction of his dream: a life spent 
coaching football.

As a winning head coach for 
three Texas high school football 

teams (out of 139 games, he lost 
only 34 games over 15 years); 
head coach at Texas A&M and 
Mississippi State, and as a Hall of 
Famer many times over, Bellard has 
indeed lived his dream. “I’ve been 
coaching all my life,” he said. “That’s 
all I ever wanted to do.”

Pride Receiver
Emory Bellard has been 

recognized many times over for his 
contribution to football. And the 
Bellard library holds a vast, though 
well organized collection of awards, 
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trophies and certificates. If you’re 
ever invited for a tour, take your 
time in this room or you will miss 
the depth of a life given to the sport. 

The focal point of the library is a 
life-like portrait of Bellard, painted 
by Tommy Mc Donald, an All-

continued on page 14

American running back who played  
at the University of Oklahoma and 
went on to play for the Philadelphia 
Eagles. An accomplished artist, 
McDonald presented the painting 
to Bellard at the Bluebonnet Bowl 

in 1977. “That’s the reason I’m so 
proud of it,” said Bellard. “Because 
he painted it and I have great 
admiration for the way he played 
football,” he said.

“This was when Emory was 
inducted into the Texas Sports Hall 
of Fame in Waco fifteen years ago,” 
said his wife Susan, as we migrated 
to an award-laden wall of shelves. 
“This is just a portion of his awards,” 
she said. Much of his collection 
resides at the Hall of Fame in 
Waco, Texas. “They’ve got some 

The Bellard library 

holds a vast, though 

well organized 

collection of 

awards, trophies 

and certificates.
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wonderful stuff at the Hall at Waco 
like the gold cup presented by the 
American Football Association for 
his development of the Wishbone 
Offense and the National College 
Coach of the Year Award presented 
to Emory in 1975,” said Susan.

Time Out
Susan Bellard keeps the trophies 

and her husband organized. She 
is the quintessential wife/agent/
manager who keeps Emory’s 
schedule, and probably his sanity. 
“Emory stays very busy,” said Susan. 
“People still ask him to speak, he’s 
invited to quite a few celebrity golf 
tournaments and fund raisers during 
the year,” she said. “He doesn’t like 
to . . . brag so I am.” When Emory 
Bellard isn’t speaking, advising 
other coaches or fund raising, he’s 
out doing signings for Wishbone 
Wisdom; Emory Bellard: Texas 
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Football Visionary, a book written by 
Al Pickett, a Sportswriter and TV 
personality.

Besides supporting Emory, Susan 
teaches Intermediate and Advanced 
Spanish for Senior University. 
A petite woman with a sure 
countenance and an assertive, yet 
friendly voice, Susan is passionate 
about what she does. “I love being 

able to share my love of the Spanish 
language,” she said.

After a long day in the 
classroom or multitasking Emory’s 
commitments, Susan is ready for 
some quiet, reflective time. She finds 
sanctuary in her favorite room at the 
top of the stairs.  “It’s where I go to 
do my thing in another world and 
language,” she said. This hideaway 

Bellard’s Legacy
At 24, Bellard took his first job as head coach at Ingleside 

High School on the Corpus Christi Bay. He coached a total 
of three Texas high school teams over 15 years and won 11 
district championships, three regional championships and 
three state championships between 1952 and 1966. In 1967, 
Darrell Royal, then head football coach at the University 

of Texas, hired Emory as an assistant coach and in 
l968 Darrell promoted Emory to Offense Coordinator. 
Emory masterminded the potent Wishbone Offense 
that led to two college National Championships and 
four Southwest Conference Championships for the 
University. He was hired in 1972 by Texas A&M where 
he coached for seven successful years, bringing Texas 
A&M into National Collegiate Rankings. 

The famous “Wishbone” offense changed the way 
college offensive football was played during the 1970s 
and 1980s. The wishbone offense went on to become 
the winningest offensive scheme in football history, 
winning seven Collegiate National Championships 
throughout the country during that period. (Two for 
the University of Texas, 1969 and 1970; two for the 
University of Oklahoma 1974 and 1975; and three for 
the University of Alabama, 1973, 1978, and 1979.)

After leaving Texas A&M in 1978 Bellard went on to 
coach successfully at Mississippi State (1979–1985). In 
1988 after a three year retirement, Bellard returned to 
coaching high school football at Westfield High School 
in Houston, Texas.
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is all Susan. The walls are lined with 
some of her favorite companions, 
Spanish text books and magazines 
like Vanidades; written in Spanish. 
Her television is set to Spanish 
speaking stations, unlike the other 
televisions in the home. You will 
also find in this room a collection 
of artifacts from her many summers 
working in Mexico.

The Huddle
Despite their busy schedules, 

Emory and Susan make time for 
one another and for family. They 
wake to the sun rising over the third 
hole just beyond their backyard 
gate at Berry Creek Country Club 
Garden Homes. And by 9:00 am, 
they’re out on the fairway. They 
also enjoy playing couples golf with 
friends on Friday evenings. 

Emory and Susan love being 
home after so many years of 
football-related travel. They have 

continued on page 16
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“numerous” (Susan’s description) 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren with whom they 
love to play in their pool. After an 
afternoon of hot dogs and Marco 
Polo, the family retreats to Cat’s 
Kingdom (their enclosed patio), 
where Sissy their cat has, by this 
hour, relinquished the lounge chair 
and the bowl of catnip always 
available on her special dining table.

“Emory is happy to be at home,” 
said Susan as she gazes at him and 
his canine magnet, Dulcita, who 
follows him everywhere. Susan is 
also content, quartered in their Berry 
Creek home, after working outside 
the home nearly all her adult life. 

“In the mornings the sun rises 
in the east and you have shade in 
the afternoon,” said Emory. “You’ve 
got a prevailing southeast wind that 
blows straight up that fairway every 
day. Comes right into the backyard,” 
he said.  “You can become very 
content pretty easily.”

Although they have a happy, 
full life, not everything has been 
rosy in the Bellard home. Emory’s 
oldest son, Emory Jr., died in 2003 
and his only daughter, Debra Lyn 
Bellard-Young passed away in April 
2009. Then, in November 2009, 

continued from page 15
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Susan’s first-born grandson, Richard 
Lundin, was killed tragically. But the 
Bellards are survivors—over comers 
who value marriage and family. This 
is how they define winning now. 

And how do they keep a winning 
marriage? “You’ve got to respect one 
another as a starting point. And you 
have to have a strong wife. I think 
if you have those qualities, there’s a 
good possibility it’s going to work,” 
said Emory. “Also, your home is a 
comfort zone,” he said.

 “I agree with Emory,” said 
Susan. “Number one, you have to 
respect your spouse.  Emory always 
says ‘that’s a starting point,’” she 
said. “You have to love them and 
have a friendship where you can say 
what you truly mean and it not be 
held against you.” 

In a parting comment, as though 
speaking to a high school buddy, 
Susan turned to Emory and said, 
“And I like you saying “comfort 
zone.” That’s a good one Emory.”

Resources:
Texas Sports Hall of Fame; www.

tshof.org
Wishbone Wisdom; Emory 

Bellard: Texas Football Visionary, as 
told to Al Pickett. State House 
Press. Buffalo Gap, Texas. 


